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CITY  OP  CHI  CHESTER 


Public  Health  Department, 
North  Street, 

Chichest;er* 

June,  IS 44, 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Alderaien  and  Councillors 
of  the  City  of  Chichester, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  annual 
report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year  1943,  In  accordance  with  Ministry  oi  Health  Circular 
10/44  dated  the  15th  February,  1944,  it  has  been  necessary  for 
considerable  infonnation  to  be  excluded  from  this  report,  but 
if  any  member  of  'the  Council  would  care  to  have  further  details, 
these  can  bo  supplied  personally.  I should  like  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  following  points . 

1,  Births  and  poaths ; 

There  wero  303  births  in  1943,  compared  with  in  1942, 
whilst  there  were  220  deaths  in  1943  compared  with  206  in  1942, 

The  birth  rate  for  1943  is  18.67  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population,  whilst  the  death  rate  is  13,34  per 
thousand  of  the  ostimated  population,  (The  figures  for  1942 
wore  15,78  and  11,82  respectively). 

2,  Im’ectipus  Diseases; 

During  1943  thore  wore  262  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  as  compared  with  359  in  1942,  but  I would  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  wero  only  nine  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  no  deaths.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  one 
of  these  cases  had  been  iraraunisod. 

3,  Diphthoria  Immunis at  ion; 

You  will  note  on  pago  6 the  records  of  d-iphtheria 
immunisation  in  the  City.  It  v/ill  be  soon  that  a total  of 
3903  childron  have  been  immunised,  and  that  it  is  estimated 
that  68,38^  under  five  years  of  age  and  90,97%  of:  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been  inmiunised. 

Every  effort  has  boon  ms-de  to  establish  contact  between 
medical  pr8.ctitioners , nursos  and  the  parents  to  obtain  consent 
for  the  protection  of  their  childron,  and.  it  is  hoped  that  an 
increasing  nuj-.iber  of  childron  will  bo  treated  in  the  near 
future , 

4,  Sanitatipn; 

Although  Mr  Nash,  the  Ciiief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his 
Assistant,  Mr  Yates,  have  considerably  added  duties,  housing 
inspection  and  milk  scunpling  have  received  special  attention. 
General  details  of  tliis  work  arc  contained  in  the  report  on 
page  10. 

5,  _ Scabies.,.  Tuborculosis  and  V one  real  Disease; 

Special  notes  are  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
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6,  Sewage  Disposal, 

Aftor  consultation  with  the  City  Engineer,  and  a visit 
to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  with  your  consultant.  Professor 
John  Eyre,  M.D,,  it  is  evident  that  the  modornising  of  the 
Works,  consequent  on  the  increasing  population,  is  a matter 
of  urgency,  and  I am  confident  that  the  appropriate  Committee 
will  deal  with  an  appropriate  scheme  at  the  earliest  possible 
date , 


I again  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
invaluable  assistance  which  has  been  accorded  me  by  Mr  Nash 
and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  I have  also 
enjoyed  tho  full  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  on  the  City 
staff,  tho  general  practitioners  of  the  district  and  the 
full  co-operation  of  the  general  public. 

I aiii  deeply  indebted  to  his  Worship  tho  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  tho  City,  and  for  the  unstinting  support 
v/hich  has  boen  accorded  mo  during  tho  year  by  tho  Chairman 
and  members  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  tho  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.M.  AYRES, 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


# 
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STATISTICS  AW  SOCIAL  COIIDITIOWS 


1.  General  S-'catistics  . 


Are 3-  In  acres  •••  «*•  •«»  •••  2^3oQ 

Population  (Census  1921)  ) 

Population'' (Census  1931)  ) Not  to  be 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  ) recorded. 

Ox  Resident  Population  (1943)  ) 

Nuirxber  ox  inhabited  Houses  (1921)  2,647 

Numiber  of  inhabited  houses  (1931)  2,869 

Nijunber  of  fa^iilies  or  separa.te  occupiers  (Census 

1921)  2,721 

Hmiiber  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census 

1931)  3,187 

Rateable  value  •••  •••  £>3.*_)8, 083 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rs-te  ...  £620 


2 , S o ci a 1^  Oc cups. t ions  » 

The  City  is  chie.fly  a residential  district,  the  outlying 
parts  are  agricultural,  and  there  are  no  occupations  which 
have  a definite  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


Srctracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Bijgt h^  “ 

Ttl. 

Males 

Pern. 

Birth  Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estiixated  Pop-- 
ulation  18.67. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

266 

42 

146 

15 

120 

29 

308 

159 

149 

_Stygll^j3irths  - 

"^Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

11 

11 

7 

7 

4 

» • 

4 

Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  c: 
still  births) 

births . .38.48 

Deaths  - 

220 

108 

112 

Death  rate  per 
1000  of  the  0s 

ims.ted  populat 
ion  13.34. 


Total  number 


of 


deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions . . . 107 
(percentage  of  total  deaths  48) . 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

From  sepsis  ...  • . * 0 

P’rom  other  causes  ...  ...  0 

Number*  of  deaths  oJT  infants  under  1 year  of  age  15 
Death  ra.te  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live  births  48,7 
There  ware  266  legitimate  children  born  and  15  deaths,  therefore 

the  death  rate  per  1,000  is ...  56.3 

There  v/ere  42  illegitimate  children  born  and  1 died,  therefore 

the  death  rate  per  1,000  is 23.8 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  23 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Vdiooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea.,  etc,  (under  two  years  of  age)  1 

STATISTICS  ENGLAND  AI®  WALES. 


Birth  Rate 
Death  Rato 
Infant  Mortality  Rato 


« • • 


• • • 
• » • 


• • f 

• • # 


• • > 
• • • 


(The  figures  in  brackets  represent  the  rates 


16.5  (15,3) 

13.34  (11.6) 

49  (49) 

for  the  yeo-r  1942)  . 
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NOTIFIABLE  Iltij’EGTIOUS  DISEASE  (Cont'd). 

TUBER  CULOSIS 

Ten  new  cases  (compared  v/ith  19  in  1942)  were  added  to 
the  register  during  1943 

Puhiionary  Males  4 Non-puluionary  Males  1 
PuJj/ionG-ry  Females  2 ' ” Females  3 

6 4 

There  were  seven  dea.ths  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  5 from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  2 from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis , 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  0,42  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at 
December  31st  1943,  v/as  167  as  compared  with  134  at  December 
31st,  1942. 


BACTERI QLOGIC AL  SPECIl.'jENS. , 

As  in  previous  years,  swabs  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  K.L.B,  or  Haemolytic  streptoccocci,  and  specimens 
for  typhoid  bacilli  have  been  submitted  to  Dr.  F,  Standish 
for  exairdnation  dujcing  1943,  both  by  the  Health  Department  and 
by  general  practitioners. 

The  number  of  exa.n. nations  of  sv/abs  and  specimens 
submitted  was  as  follows:- 


Specimens  , No.,  submitted  for 

Eiaminatio'n,*^" 


(1) 

Swabs  for 
Bacilli . 

Diphtheria 

146 

(2) 

Swabs  for 
Fever • 

Scarlet 

40 

(3) 

Specimens 

f or 

Dysentery 

• 

2 

188 


DIPHTHERIA  NISATI  ON . 

During  the  year  1943  431  children  have  been  inn.oculated 
against  diphtheria  and  approximately  63,38  per  cent  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age  and  90.97  per  cent  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  have  been 
immunised. 

Diphtheria  immurasation  is  purely  voluntary  and 
completely  free  of  cost. 
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DIPHTIIERIA  IMmUSATI ON  ( G ont « d ) . 

The  following  are  details  of  children  who  have  been 
intnunised  against  diphtheria;- 


I 

! 

1 

\ 

ji 


I 

I 

I 


i 


I 

i 


\ 


I 

i 

I 


As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  only  ono  clinical  case 
of  diphtheria  has  occurred  amongst  these  children. 

SGABIES. 

The  Scabies  Order  v;as  introduced  in  October,  1941, 

There  is  no  compulsory  notification  but  the  Order  gives 
power  to  inspect  premises,  and  secure  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  scabies. 

School  chi-ldren  are  seen  at  the  Clinic  in  Chapel  Street, 
and  if  necessary,  referred  for  treatment  to  St.  Richard’s 
Hospital,  Chichester. 

Considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to  this  subject. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  EBALTH 
^£ERVICJs;  I ir AREA  . 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

The  City  Isolation  Hospital  has  28  beds.  There  are 
separate  blocks  for  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  together 
with  a modern  cell  block.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  the 
City  Council,  but  adjiiits  patients  from  other  areas  by 
agreement , 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted 


during  1943, 

Scarlet  Fever  99 

Diphtheria  18 

Chicken-pox  9 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Erysipelas  2 

Meningitis  ,,,  2 

Mumps  •••  •••  ,,,  11 

Pneuiionia  1 

Measles 28 

Typhoid  Fever  1 

Dysentery  1 

German  Measles  , , , , * 1 

Observation  23 

197 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 

(1)  TUBERGTJLOSIS . 

There  is  no  change  from  the  previous  year  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  Cases  are  admitted  either 
te  Aldingbeurne  House  (accommodation  70  persons)  or  to  a 
ward  at  Worthing  Isolation  Hospital,  Swandcan  (accoimnodation 
12  beds),  whilst  surgical  cases  are  adraittod  to  St.  Richard’s 
Hospital,  Chichester,  to  the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital, 
Margate,  or  to  the  Lord  Mayor  Tro loan’s  Hospital,  Alton, 

Hants  (for  children) . 

(2)  MTERNITY. 

The  County  Council  arranged  for  resident  and  evacuated 
expectant  mothers  to  be  admitted  to;- 

(a)  Brighton  Hospital  for  V/omon, 

(b)  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoroham, 

(c)  Worthing  Hospital  Matornity  Homo, 

(d)  Improvised  Maternity  Homos  at  Haselmoro, 

Hindhcad  and  Woking, 


(S) 

HOSPj:TAX^,  OR  SUBSIPISKD  SY  THE  COUITTY  COUNCIL.  ( C ont » d ) . 

(3)  OnilDPvER.. 

The  County  Council  arranges  whenever  necessary  for 
the  ad-ills  si  on  of  children  under  the  age  of  12  raonths  to 
the  Alexandra  Hospital  for  Children,  Brighton,  No  cases 
were  received  there  during  the  year  from  this  area, 

(4) 

The  County  Council's  reservation  of  two  beds  in  the 
Brighton  Small-Pox  Hospital  at  Fulking  r02:‘iains  unchanged. 

(5)  Iv-lllTOAL.. 

The  Graylingwell  Hospital  has  an  acconmiodation  of 
1,000  beds  plus  300  E.il.S,  beds. 

(5)  GENE_RAL.^ 

St.  Richard's  Hospital  has  an  accommodation  of 
57S  beds  which  are  available  for  general  cases, 

HOSPITALS^  NOT  SIJBSIfilSKD.  BY  THE.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

OR 'iH^^'coaiAY  C OmTci L 'but  AVAILA:eLE_ 'for  patients 

(1)  The  Royal  Hest  Sussex  Hospital  with  114  beds  plus 
220  E .LI.S  , beds  . 

^iBUJ^NCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  infectious  diseases  tv/o  motor  ambulances  are 
provided  b^r  the  City  Council  and  kept  at  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  non-inJTectious  or  accident  cases,  three  motor 
aiiibulances  awre  provided  which  are  owned  by  the  local 
branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  Council 
contribute  £50  per  annuiTi  as  a subscription  towards  the 
cost  of  running  the  ainbulsnces . The  service  rendered 
is  excellent. 


CLIiilC 


TRSATNEilT  CENTRES 


A.  IkiTERHITY  CHILD  V'fELF'ARE. 


A Maternity  and  Cliild  V/elfare  Centre  (consultation 
and  treatment)  ::.s  situated  at  Chapel  Street  under  the 
control  of  the  'Jest  Sussex  County  Council, 


SCHOOL  CLINICS 

School  Clinics  have  been  held  as  during  the  previous 
year  and  the  service  has  been  extended  to  evacuee  school- 
children. 


C , TlTEERCHLOSIS  CLINICS... 

These  have  been  hold  at  Chapel  Street,  Chichester, 
as  in  previous  years , 
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CUNIC  & TREAT?, CEFr.RES  (Cont«d). 

D,  VEMS.REAL  DISEASES. 

The  County.  Council* s arrangements  for  clinics  to  b« 
held  at  Brighton,  Worthing  and  Portsmouth  are  unchanged. 

For' men  and  women  patients  General  Practitioners* 
Clinics  are  held  at  Ilorshara  and  at  St*  Richard’s 
Hospital,  Chichester, 

S • PSYCHIATRIG  OCT-FATIEIfCS  * CLINIC.. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Royal  West  Sussex 
Hospital  v/eekly  at  which  Dr,  Joshua  Garse,  The  Medical 
Superintendent,  of  Graylingwell  Hospital,  is  the 
Honorary  Consulting  Psychiatrist, 

in  the  holis. 

1. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Chichester  District 
Hursing  Association,  working  in  conjunction  with  the 
West  Sussex  County  Council, 

II'iFSCTIOIJS  DISEASES,  I\T]ASLSS,  ETC, 

Nurses  attached  to  the  District  Nursing  Association 
visit  cases  of  measles  on  occasion  when  required,  and 
the  City  contribute  £30  per  annum  for  their  services, 

WATER. 


52  samples  of  water  v/ere  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  and  organisms  of  the  Coli  group  gave  negative  results 
in  100  ml. 

Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  which 
showed  the  total  hardness  of  the  water  was  17,0,  17,6  grains 
per  gallon  and  hardness  (after  boiling)  was  2,0,  4,9  grains 
per  gallon.  The  result  of  these  examinations  shews  the  water 
to  be  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and 
perfectly  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

All  workmen  engaged  in  the  Water  Department  are 
submitted  to  a blood  test  for  enteric  fever  before  they  are 
engaged. 

There  is  a stiffioient  supply  of  water  at  the  Waterworks 
at  Fishbourne  about  1^  miles  from  the  City,  with  a storage 
reservoir  at  Lavant  of  2,000,000  gallons  capacity,  but  the 
supply  to  the  Cxty  in  the"  day-tiim©  is  direct  from  the  well, 

115  foot  deep. 

Tho  supply  is  constant,  not  more  than  20  houses  in  the 
City  are  supplied  by  shallow  wolls.  These  houses  are  farm 
houses  and  in  such  a position  that  they  are  unable  to  be 
connected  with  the  town  supply  at  present. 

The  Council  have  now  under  constioiotion  at  Huntington 
another  v/ell  and  waterworks  which  will  bo  an  additional 
supply  for  the  City, 
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Hous_im« 

Number  of  Houses  ov/ned  by  the  Local  Authority. 


The  Council  own  531  houses  • ' 

Under  the  Additional  Powers  Act,  1919  .. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1923  

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1924  

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1930  

Under  the  Housing  Act,  193S  ,, 

By  other  pov/ors  


. ..  22 
...  12 
• « . 333 

. ..  7a.  - 

. . . 42 

• . • 46 


Certain  condemned  houses  have  been  j’equisitioned  by  the 
Council  and  made  temporarily  habitable , 


No  statutory  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  during  the  year 
in  the  matter  of  labour  and  material,  but  every  effort  to 
maintain  this  important  work  has  been  continued,  and  647 
visits  have  been  made,  notwithstanding  the  largo  amount  of 
extra  v;ork  which  my  department  have  been  called  upon  to 
carry  out , 


The  details  of  this  work  aro  omitted  from  this  report 
but  are  always  available. 

KOUSI  NGj^ 

This  has  been  considered  by  the  City  Council. 

INSFEGTION  AM)  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 

Milk  sampling  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years, 
and  visits  have  been  paid  to  cowsheds,  dairies,  bakehouses, 
stores  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold.  The 
details  of  the  foregoing  inspections  are  available. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Officer  appointed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Moat)  Regulations  of  1924,  As  part 
of  the  War-time  arrant; erne nts  for  the  distribution  of  moat, 
slaughtering  for  not  only  the  City,  but  the  adjacent  areas 
has  boon  concentrated  into  the  City  of  Chichester. 

The  Ministry  of  Eood  have  requisitioned  three  slaughter- 
houses in  which  to  carry  out  this  work,  and  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  or  his  Assistant  regularly  visit  these  slaughter- 
houses at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  on  completion  and  personally 
inspects  all  animals  and  carcases,  which  has  increased  tho  work 
in  my  department  very  considerably. 

Tho  total  number  of  animals  slaughtorcd  during  tho  year 
1943  was  14790  made  up  as  follows;- 

2064  Cattle, 

7345  Sheep. 

3258  Calves . 

2123  Pigs  , 

14790  • 

Tho  following  havo  boon  condomned  and  destroyed:- 

78  Cattle. 

11  Calves. 

19  Shcop. 

23  Pill’S  • 

30  tons,  4 cv/ts.,  75  lbs  of  Moat  & Offals, 


(11) 

XIISPEGTIOIT  Alffj  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  ( C ont ’ d ) . 

Carcases^ 

Cattle  i I 

Pigs  ’excluding  ' Cows  dalvos  i 

! ' cows . , i i 


Sheep 

and 

Lambs 


lIujiiDcr  kil3,Gd 
Niunhor  inspected 


I 


All  diseases  except  ; 

Tuberculosis  - ' 

V/holo  carcases  condemned  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  . 

part  of  organ  was  j 

condemned,  ’ 

i 

Percentage  of  the  number  I 
part  affected  v/ith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis , 


14. 


I 


Tuberculosis  on3.y  - i 

Whole  carcasos  condemned  | 

Carcases  of  which  some  i 

part  or  organ  was  ‘ 

condemned.  ! 

Percentage  of  the  nmiibor 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis . 


15' 


44 


21231  960 


75 


0.65;  7.81 


27 


;.77i  3.43 


‘ 1104  3258  I 7345 


J ... 


229 


8 


19 


41 


20.74.  0.24 

I 


0.55 


.. 


67 


255 


29.16 


8 


0.27 


G OVERN^NT'  SMUGhTShl^OLE^  ST^OC^^RIJ-^^Jl^OAD^ 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  as  the  result  of 
representations  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  considerable 
improvement  has  been  affoctod  at  this  Slaughterhouse  during 
the  year.  Additional  hanging  capacity  has  ^©cn  proviaed, 
also  lair age  for  cattle  has  been  provided,  and  the  yard  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Slaughterhouse  has  boon  paved. 

The  Butchers ’ shops  and  vchiclos  are  kept  under 
observation  and.  are  satisfactory, 

FACTORIES  ACT,  ^19 37^^_fgSJOT^/XT^^^^ 

EMPlij0W;IE;OT  0^ 
pe^6¥^ 

Visits  have  been  paid  in  accordance  with  the  scope  of 
these  Acts  and  employment  cards  issued  to  suitable  cliildj?on. 

^TS  2c  MICE_(pESTR^^  1919?- 

During  the  yeea’  at  all  promises  on  which  rats  we ro 
found  to  exist  Occupiers  have  been  requested  to  take  steps 
to  destroy  them. 

Poison  is  svstomatically  used,  at  the  Council’^s  refuse 
heaps,  sowage  v/orks  and  other  property  with  satisiactory 

results . 


S.T. 

5,7.44. 
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